Fosse Way School

Policy for Art

Aims and Broad guidelines

We live in a world that makes global and extensive use of static and moving visual images and messages. Art is a vital and powerful means of communication and expression, through which we may gain access to our own cultural heritage and those of others. It enables us to explore and develop understanding, creativity, imagination, and the skills of analysis and critical observation. For example, the development of observations skills will benefit areas such as reading, science and technology. Fine co-ordination and manipulative skills will aid handwriting.

Our broad aim at Fosse Way is to offer our pupils, through art activities, experience that will develop their aesthetic, perceptual, technical, personal and social skills.

Opportunities should be created for pupils:

To develop visual perception to:

· Look, see and respond, to express themselves

· Be imaginative

· Interpret their emotions and experiences of the world in a visual way

· Judge and evaluate

· Make connections

· Recognise possibilities

· Develop and communicate their creativity

To develop visual literacy to:
· Gain understanding by making and creating

· Reflect on and respond to a range of genre

· Develop understanding of the work of others

· Understand that others are communicating thoughts and emotions

· To be able to recognise the techniques and skills employed

· Use the work of others to inform their work

· Develop over time a visual, spatial and tactile vocabulary, by using a wide range of visual, spatial and tactile vocabulary, by using a wide range of media to discover and record the world, in terms of line, tone, pattern, texture, colour, shape, form and space, in two and three dimensions

· Enjoy art and artefacts from different periods and cultures and to understand how art, craft and design have developed through time.

To develop practical ability to:
· Control media, materials and tools, expressively and safely through being given time to experiment with and practise them

· Develop techniques, skills and processes

· Work in 2D and 3D

· Describe and evaluate their work, and adapt if necessary

· Experiment with techniques and approaches used by other artists, to evaluate them and use or adapt them in their own work

· Gather source material

· Record responses from direct experience, memory and imagination

· Keep a portfolio

To develop personal qualities including:
· High self-esteem

· Self-confidence

· Sensitivity

· Creativity and imagination

· Perseverance and concentration

· Self awareness through enjoyment of art activities , which promote the growth of identity and development of their own ideas.

Assessment

It will be formative and summative, informed by the National curriculum Attainment Targets and end of Key Stage Descriptions. It may be achieved through teacher observations; talking to pupils individually and in groups as they are working; listening to what they say as they discuss what they are doing or evaluate own or others’ work; analysing the contents of portfolios, evaluating the finished product in the terms of the challenge set the pupil’s response to it, and any previous; reflecting information contained in pupils records. Pupils own evaluation.

Cross-Curricular work
Art is not seen as existing in isolation from the pupils other learning, but as a means of enriching and extending curriculum experiences. Art will have a high priority at Fosse Way, both as a discrete subject on the curriculum, as an important part of topic work and/or cross-curricular activities, and as a strategy for self-expression for those pupils for whom the written word is not easily accessed.

Art has a special relationship with Drama, dance, Mathematic, Language/ Communication and music. It offers opportunities for collaboration in productions and projects, such as Christmas and other festivals and celebrations throughout the year. Links with design Technology and Food Technology develop design appreciation and discrimination, providing practical awareness of function and form, and develop drawing skills for graphic presentation. In follow-up work to residentials, and in Humanities art activities will play their part in expressing experiences and knowledge.

Equal Opportunities

All pupils have equal entitlement and access to the Art curriculum at a level appropriate to their ability. Teachers are aware of the pitfalls of stereotyping in representations of the family, gender, occupation, national and ethnic characteristics, and of the importance of the multicultural dimension of the teaching of Art.

Teaching and Learning styles

Pupils will be given opportunities to learn in a variety of ways and environments, sharing ideas about the aims and objectives of their art lesson and working both collaboratively and independently, and with a wide range of choices in materials, tool and techniques. Access to choice and the opportunity to keep a portfolio will help to give pupils greater responsibility for their own learning.

Content

The content of the art curriculum will be largely determined by the broad criteria given in the National Curriculum and related to modules being studied. We are aware that pupils’ understanding and enjoyment of art, craft and design should be developed through activities that bring together requirements from both “Investigating and Making” and “Knowledge Understanding” wherever possible.

Differentiation

We are aware that children develop visual perception and visual literacy in the context of the stages of development. Our planning and teaching reflect our understanding that children progress through the stages of visual development at varying speeds and ages, and teaching approaches are organised so as to make the best use of abilities that each pupils possesses.

Continuity and Progression

We aim for progression in both content and skill, relating pupils’ art activities to the phases of education, which precede and succeed them. Through our scheme of work and its regular evaluation and review we hope to provide a balanced, developing programme, integrated into the curriculum of the school as a whole.

Assessment and Recording
Record keeping should be sufficient to track progress, to communicate a pupil’s progress in art to his/ her next teacher and provide a basis for reporting to parents.
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