FOSSE WAY SCHOOL

POLICY FOR ENGLISH AND COMMUNICATION

Opening Statement

It is necessary for each child to create and communicate meaning in order to achieve their full potential. Language, whether read, written signed or spoken is central to this communication.

English is a core subject of the National Curriculum. It provides the foundations from which all learning takes place. At Fosse Way School we aim to give children a broad, balanced and varied range of purposeful activities, which will enable our pupils to become effective communicators and language users.

We work closely with Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage and the National Literacy Strategy. Objectives are drawn from these documents as well as the National Curriculum Programmes of Study for English and incorporated into our English scheme of work at Key Stages One to Three.

At Key Stage Four pupils follow programmes of study best suited at this level to their individual learning needs. The range of courses currently offered includes ASDAN Literacy in Every Day Life, and WJEC Entry Level and GCSE English.
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SPEAKING AND LISTENING POLICY

Rationale

The ability to communicate and express oneself is an essential life skill. The development of speaking and listening skills, and where appropriate, the use of augmentative communication methods are fundamental to progress in all areas of the curriculum. They are also essential in the social, emotional and intellectual development of the child. Relationships are established through the ability to express thoughts, feeling and ideas.

Independence is increased through the child’s ability to make choices and express their personality fully.

Where appropriate, children need to express themselves orally, matching their style and response to audience and purpose. They need to develop the skills of participating in group discussion. They should be able to follow instructions and respond to literature. Speaking, signing and listening should be regarded as cross-curricular activities, and therefore central to all learning.

Purposes

· To enable pupils to be confident and independent communicators and listeners

· To enable the National Curriculum to be delivered effectively.

· To promote the importance of speaking and listening and augmentative communication across the curriculum

· To develop pupils’ reading and writing abilities

· To provide opportunities for pupils to reflect on and evaluate there own use language, therefore enabling them to improve all aspects of their work.

READING POLICY

Rationale

Pupils’ abilities to read, understand and respond to all types of written communication should be maximised, so that they reach their full potential. A range of alternative communication forms should be used where appropriate, including objects of reference, pictures, signs, symbols and Braille.

Pupils of all abilities should be given a wide and varied experience of literature, and a genuine enjoyment of books should be encouraged both during English lesson and through events and activities beyond the classroom.

Reading should be active and creative, involving a quest for meaning promoted by sharing, listening and talking.

Purposes

· To develop pupils’ abilities to decode written information, including signs and symbols, in order to make sense of the world around them
· To maximise pupils’ independence through ability to respond to signs and symbols
· To provide a wide, stimulating and appropriate range of reading material

· To create and atmosphere for reading which is secure and non-competitive

· To develop pupils’ decoding skills through appropriate teaching methods

· To encourage pupils to select appropriate cueing strategies when reading

· To use and value pupils’ own writing as an important source of reading material

· To promote active and purposeful reading across the school curriculum

· To build up pupils’ individual cultural and linguistic experiences

Aims
· Pupils will be given the opportunity to interact with a variety of audiences
· The self-confidence of the pupil is vital. Staff should respond positively to contributions and encourage active listening skills.
· Children with specific communication difficulties will be identified and will have full access to appropriate augmentative communication e.g Makaton. Where appropriate, staff should be made aware of, and use the expertise offered by other professionals and outside agencies
· To nurture an understanding of books as a source of enjoyment and information

· To provide opportunities for pupils to respond, reflect, evaluate and give opinions.

· To ensure informed liaison between home and school with regard to pupils’ progress in reading.

Guidelines

· Pupils should be provided with a stimulating environment for interaction
· Teachers should ensure that pupils have access high quality reading material in their classroom 
· Opportunities should be made for pupils to interact in pairs, groups or as a whole class
· Opportunities should be provided for role play, improvisation, imaginary and exploratory play.
· Assessment should take place through sampling and teacher observation
· Pupils should have regular access to the school library and internet
· Resources should reflect the wide range of pupils’ linguistic ability. Reading material should be re-evaluated regularly

· Pupils should have opportunities to hear adults read aloud in order to encourage comprehension and enjoyment of the written language

· The use of print and symbols in signs, instructions and displays should be encouraged to enable access to the widest possible audience.

· Where possible, symbols should be displayed in specialist rooms to accompany keywords and enhance understanding

· Opportunities should be available for pupils to make and share their own books. 

· Shared, guided and independent reading times should form part of daily English and Communication sessions.

· Where appropriate pupils should keep reading records or journals

· Pupils should be given opportunities to take books home

·  The active involvement of parents in sharing books should be encouraged and developed.

· Regular assessment of individual reading progress should take place.

WRITING POLICY

Rationale

Children learn to write in order to communicate meaning to a wide range of audiences. Confidence and success in writing are vital to a child’s academic and personal. The ability to communicate in writing affects performance in most other areas of the curriculum.

Purposes.

· To encourage an understanding of purposeful writing for a range of audiences

· To emphasise the importance of writing across the curriculum

· To provide opportunities for pupils to explore and develop their knowledge of language

· To develop key skills at Word and Sentence Level (spelling, handwriting, grammar and punctuation)

· To recognise the importance of other means of expression, i.e. pictures and symbols.

Guidelines

· Resources for writing should be accessible and appropriate. This may include special equipment e.g. sloped writing boards

· ICT equipment should be accessible to allow all pupils to word process their work

· Emergent writers should be given every opportunities to use pictures and Rebus symbols

· Pupils own writing will be celebrated at every opportunity. This includes sharing in class, assembly, book-making and attractive displays.

· Pupils should be familiar with and involved in the planning, drafting and editing process

· Shared, guided and independent writing activities will form part of daily English and Communication lessons

· Effective use of grammar and punctuation should be taught in a planned, structured and varied programme. This approach will incorporate analysis of, and interaction with good models of literature.

· Pupils should have access to a multi-strand approach to the teaching of spelling. Individual wordbooks, games and ICT programmes should be used.

· Pupils will be regularly assessed on their ability to spell NLS high and medium frequency keywords.

· Pupils will be encouraged to develop a comfortable and legible style of handwriting.

· Records and samples of a range of pupils’ writing should be retained for assessment purposes.

