FOSSE WAY SCHOOL

HORSE RIDING FOR THE DISABLED

RATIONALE

Pupils benefit from physical aspects such as balance, motor planning and kinaesthetic feedback. Lessons include elements of communication (following instructions and interacting with a range of semi-familiar people); social games that may include sorting and matching (colours and letters); community-based learning; leisure skills; and PSHME.

The school expects every pupil with severe learning difficulties or autistic spectrum disorder to be offered at some stage during their education at Fosse Way the opportunity to experience horse riding.

Fosse Way staff use the opportunities presented through travelling off-site to extend and link with school-based learning experiences e.g. pointing out changes in nature through the seasons.

GENERAL INFORMATION

(Correct at time of drawing up policy)

Horse riding organised as part of Leisure Pursuits or a residential activity is not covered by this policy.

Riding sessions at Wellow operate on Thursday mornings.  The stables operate the nationally approved Riding for the Disabled Scheme.

Wellow is more able to cater for physically disabled, younger and less able pupils as provision includes an indoor school, contained waiting area and hoists.

The  riding centre can cater for large (tall and/or heavy pupils) or active (excitable/jumpy) pupils.

CRITERIA AND GUIDELINES

Wellow sessions are prioritised for SLD/PMLD pupils and those with physical disabilities, Early Years – Key Stage 2

Pupils are invited to attend for a half term block of sessions.

Parents/carers are asked to contribute towards the cost of their child attending. The school guarantees the RDA  fee.

A few pupils should act as reserves to cover for possible pupil absence.

Parents need to be aware that riding places are limited and that the school operates criteria in order to ensure that places are offered on a basis that is transparent and fair.

Team leaders are responsible for planning, in collaboration with the lead LSA, the composition of groups for up to a year in advance.

The participation of individual pupils is subject to the approval of the RDA staff at each centre to ensure the safety of pupils, staff and horses.
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