Music Policy

Rational

Music is an integral part of human communication. It involves the sharing of ideas, feelings and emotions at many different levels. Music offers the pupils the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills. Some of which are directly related to music, and others which have a wider impact on general development. These include concentration, physical and perpetual co-ordination, appraisal, perseverance, co-operation and independence. 

What is Music at Fosseway School?
In Music, pupils at Fosseway School are given opportunities to be actively involved in listening, appraising, composing and performing thereby developing their sensitivity to and understanding and enjoyment of the subject.

Aims of Music

To enable pupils to have full access to the potential offered by music, the school will offer a music curriculum which develops:

 an awareness and appreciation of organised sound patterns;

 sensitive, analytical and critical responses to music;

 the capacity to express ideas, thought and feelings through music;

 skills in movement, such as motor co-ordination and dexterity, vocal skills and skills in aural imagery;

 the experience of fulfilment which derives from striving for the highest possible artistic and technical standards;

 awareness and understanding of traditions, idioms and musical styles from a variety of places, cultures and times;

 social skills and awareness through making music together.

Music in relation to the National Curriculum

The curriculum is organised to ensure that pupils’ experience of music is developed through activities that bring together requirements from the KS 1 and KS 2 programmes of study (performing + composing; listening + appraising).  Music is developed through Creative Arts at KS 3 with cross-curricular links to Dance, Art and Drama.
They ensure:

 a progressive understanding of musical elements:

pitch (high / low sounds + stages in between)

duration (including rhythm + groups of beats)

dynamics (loud/quiet + stages in between)

timbre (difference in tone colour between instruments / voices)

texture (layers / combinations of sounds)

tempo (speed) and their use within structure
 the development of  necessary skills whilst engaged in musical activity:

sing and play music, controlling sounds made by the voice and a variety of sound sources;  perform with others; compose musical ideas (explore, create, select, organise and appraise sounds); record their compositions, using symbols where appropriate;

listen to specific sounds and groups of sound sources / instruments;

make children aware that there are various types of music from different times, cultures and places and for diverse occasions (including music by well known composers and performers); understand the ways by which music changes to reflect these differences;

respond to and evaluate music.

 a balanced programme of activities which provides opportunities for pupils to work individually, in pairs, in groups and as a class and which demonstrates continuity between years.

 the appropriate use of  ICT to support learning in the music curriculum.

 that all areas of the music curriculum will be an enjoyable part of any child’s experience.

Curriculum Organisation

Throughout the school music is taught by non-specialist teachers but there is a scheme of work with detailed plans and ideas. The music co-ordinator is available to offer assistance and guidance. Music lessons are then observed by the music co-ordinator once a term. It is also the co-ordinators responsibility to offer music training to others. 
Relationships to other subjects

Pupils are given opportunities, where appropriate to understand music in cross-curricular skills, such as the foundation music scheme of work being adapted to relate to the topics studied at foundation level. Number songs can also be an aid to maths. Other such cross-curricular subjects include 
IT (tape recorders and CD players) 
History (music through time) 
R.E (music in worship) 
Science (the study of sound and vibration)

PE (movement and dance)  
Geography (music from other lands).
Where appropriate, musical activities/workshops are planned to enhance cross-curricular links.

Assessment and Recording

Information for the purpose of assessment of pupils’ achievements takes place by gathering observations, and children’s work (recordings, notation).

Children’s progress is measured against descriptions in the National Curriculum and P –levels, then reported to parents annually in reports.

Resources

A wide range of instruments are available to all pupils, and specialist instruments have been bought to make sound making a manageable activity for our less able pupils. There are a number of keyboards, a piano and electric organ, a drum kit, a range of brass instruments and a range of percussion instruments. There are also a number of music books and visual resources available too.  The resources are continually assessed and developed to allow continued progress in music. 

Extra Curricular Activities

The school employs, through the music service, peripatetic music teachers who come to school to deliver extra music lessons to pupils, including the study of the flute and the guitar. 
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