
FOSSE WAY SCHOOL

SEX AND RELATIONSHIPS EDUCATION POLICY

Sex and relationships education encompasses a broad range of areas including conception, sexuality, emotions, relationships, sexual health and our selves. Fosse Way believes that it is vitally important for students to learn sex and relationships, to ensure that they have all the information and advice they need to explore, develop and express their own sexuality safely.
Aims and Objectives

1. To ensure that sex and relationship education meets the needs of all young people in a manner related to their developmental age and experience.
2. To emphasise that Sex and Relationship Education is placed within the context of the school’s work in Personal Social Health and Moral education.

3. To give information to parents about the programme so that they are aware of what will take place and will be aware of opportunities for involvement and consultation.

4. To provide guidance for all staff and outside agencies.

5. To indicate the school’s interpretation of all relevant legislation and the Local Authorities’ policy guidelines.

6. To ensure a cohesive and progressive delivery of SRE education that is consolidated and revisited at appropriate times.
Moral and Value Framework
Effective SRE should achieve a balance between acquisition of: 

• Attitudes – appreciation of difference; tolerance; openness about sex; 

• Skills – negotiation; communication; assertiveness; care for self and others; personal skills; managing emotions and relationships; problem-solving skills; decision-making skills; 

• Knowledge – puberty; the mechanics of sex including biological aspects; fertility and reproduction; contraception and STIs; information about sexual orientation and sexuality. 

A broad and balanced programme of Sex and Relationship Education will respect individual differences – inspired by cultural, religious and familial background. It will seek to promote those values, which respect human life and dignity.

Content
Factual information presented objectively about growth, development and bodily functions as contained within the current science orders of the National Curriculum.

A consideration of values and attitudes held, particularly with regard to responsibility in moral issues.

The development of decision-making skills, which will enable the young people to carry out, informed personal choices about their future lives.

Equal opportunities
All children have a right to the school Sex and Relationship Education programme related to their developmental level, irrespective of race, gender, disability or social group.
Organisation
The Governors expect a basic programme of Sex and Relationship Education and Personal development to be part of every child’s entitlement in Fosse Way School, planned according to individual and group needs and development.

The role of SRE is also crucial in reframing sexuality in a positive light. SRE should both explore and challenge conventional notions of masculinity and femininity. It should equip young people with the knowledge, skills and attitudes both to feel happy and supported in their sexual identity, and to support and respect the sexual identity of others. It should make explicit links between negotiating safer sex and engaging in positive, affirming sexual behaviour. Those involved in the delivery of SRE will need to demonstrate a commitment to the creation of a safe environment which encourages open discussion of both the pleasures and the pitfalls of sexual expression and behaviour. 

Staff will develop the programme across the school with the PSHME co-ordinator and school nurse.

Where appropriate additional support from outside agencies will be sought. These agencies will operate within the framework of the schools Sex and Relationship Education policy. Opportunity will be given for gender and ability groups to work alone when appropriate.

Specific Issues

The DCSF makes it clear that it is appropriate for schools with secondary age pupils to deal with difficult or sensitive issues. Our programme will aim therefore to present specific issues in a balanced and sensitive manner.

Termination of Pregnancy
We will present pupils with a balanced and current view, which respects a range of beliefs and experience.

Contraception

Teachers will endeavour to clarify pupils’ understanding in a manner related to their developmental age and experience.

Sexual Orientation
Staff and students will treat every individual with dignity and respect, with the aim of working towards a more understanding and caring society.

HIV/Aids and Sexually Transmitted Diseases
With those pupils for whom it is appropriate we will raise awareness of sexually transmitted diseases and teach basic hygiene and safe sexual practices.

Parents right to withdraw children
We recognise that parents have the right to withdraw their children from any or all parts of the school’s programme of Sex and Relationship Education, other than those elements, which are required by the National Curriculum science order.
This policy is written in compliance with the Equal Opportunities Policy.
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To be reviewed in 2010
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